
The Brazilian food indus-

try is expecting strong 

growth in its export mar-

kets, particularly given 

recent demand upsurges 

from the United States 

and several countries in 

Africa.  

Abicab, an industry group 

representing chocolate 

and foods with nut prod-

ucts or derivatives, pro-

jects that its market seg-

ment will see export 

growth of 5-10 percent in 

2015 over last year.  

The group also mentioned 

that with the expectation 

of a more stable bilateral 

exchange rate of the Bra-

zilian real vis-à-vis the US 

dollar, American compa-

nies might be more prone 

to enter into business con-

tracts with Brazilian 

counterparts.  

Though not necessarily 

indicative of increased 

export prospects for US 

businesses, any inclina-

tion toward trade over-

all could change the out-

look for US-Brazilian 

business relations for the 

better if more segments 

establish linkages with 

one another abroad.  

With increased exports 

to the US, American 

businesses may find op-

portunities in either sup-

plier roles via intermedi-

ary goods, or in circular 

trade relationships with 

Brazil-based companies 

adding value to prod-

ucts originating in the 

US.  

Food industry expects increases in exports 

     Exchange Rate News 

 The Brazilian real (BRL) appreciated 
slightly against the dolar (USD) over 
the first month of 2015, ending Janu-
ary under 2.6 BRL per USD after sur-
passing the 2.7 mark earlier in the 
new year.  
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FOREX QUOTES: 

USD-BRL  2.585 

USD-GBP 0.661 

USD-EUR  0.885 

USD-KRW 1093 

USD-JPY 117.91 

USD-CNY 6.146 
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with the intention of reaching 

export markets in Uruguay, 

Argentina, and Paraguay.  

The factory currently pro-

ducing the Etios, in Soroca-

ba, Sao Paulo, is expected 

to increase production by 

roughly 34,000 vehicles per 

year after the company’s 

investments and factory up-

dates. Current capacity at 

the Sorocaba factory stands 

at 74,000 vehicles per year, 

employing about 1,600 

workers.  

Toyota, already with an es-

tablished market presence in 

the Brazilian automobile sec-

tor, announced it would ex-

pand its selection of compact 

cars in the country.  

The company’s Etios model, a 

compact version already sold 

in Brazil, is set for an expan-

sion of production capacity.  

100 million reais of invest-

ments are slated to boost as-

sembly of the Etios not only 

for Brazilian dealers, but also 
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“TEN A GOOD PART 

OF [BUSINESS PAGES] 

MANAGE TO BENEFIT 

FROM CONNECTIONS 

TO BOOST SALES AND 

ALSO GENERATE 

JOBS.” 

- Alexandre Hohagen, 

Vice President of 

Facebook in Latin 

America 

As the popular social network’s 

prominence has grown in Brazil, 

the country has become an in-

creasingly important part of Fa-

cebook’s global revenue stream 

and network base.  

There are currently 91 million 

personal accounts connected in 

Brazil, constituting one of the 

most important markets for the 

company and its current and po-

tential advertisers outside of the 

U.S.  

The market study goes on to 

point out that 2.1 million small 

businesses in the country have 

active Facebook pages, and 

content published by these pag-

es reaches an estimated 72 mil-

lion people.  

According to a study by Deloitte, 

a consultancy, Facebook gener-

ates US$10 billion dollars in the 

Brazilian economy each year. The 

study also estimates the company 

generates around 231,000 jobs in 

the country—both directly and 

indirectly.  

Toyota invests to expand production of compact models in Brazil  
 

Facebook generates US$10 billion in Brazilian economy 

Source: Flickr Creative Commons, fotosleuth 

Source: Flickr Creative Commons, benstein 

http://www.valor.com.br/empresas/3885262/toyota-vai-investir-r-100-milhoes-para-ampliar-producao-do-etios
http://www.valor.com.br/empresas/3869406/facebook-movimenta-us-10-bilhoes-na-economia-brasileira-diz-estudo


The third quarter of 2014 saw 

average internet speed in Brazil 

increase to 2.9 megabytes per 

second (Mbps), according to inter-

net solutions platform Akamai. This 

came in slightly behind the global 

average of 4.5 Mbps.  

Measuring 246 different national-

level and subnational-level mar-

kets by average speeds, Brazil 

clocked in at 90th on the compa-

ny’s ranking.  

The global leader, South Korea, 

was cited by the company as hav-

ing average internet speeds of 

25.3 Mbps.  

Despite coming in slightly behind some of 

its peers, internet speed in Brazil in-

creased 1.6 percent in the third quarter 

over the second quarter.  

Rising internet speeds and greater con-

nection rates among consumers and small 

businesses has continued to augur well for 

a variety of sectors dependent on regu-

lar communication and access to shared 

information. The steady progress toward 

more stable and accessible internet con-

tinues to bode well for small and mid-size 

businesses entering the market and de-

pending on small-scale interconnectivity.  

Average internet speed in Brazil reaches 2.9 Mbps 

 

Brazil once again ranks as world’s 4th largest car market  

cy, show strong sales in devel-

oping markets, even as eco-

nomic growth in many emerg-

ing economies has lost its luster 

recently.  

Brazil’s sales slowed during 

the year in 2014 until Decem-

ber, when a swift uptick in 

sales followed the announce-

ment that the exemption of an 

industrial tax normally levied 

on automobiles would expire 

at the beginning of 2015.  

After moving amid the rank-

ings with Germany, Brazil 

has once again taken the 

place of the world’s 4th 

largest automobile market.  

Following the U.S., China, 

and Japan, Brazil’s tepid 

performance in car sales did 

not prevent it from overtak-

ing Germany in total sales.  

The rankings, according to 

Jato Dynamics, a consultan-
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“BRAZIL CONTINUES 

TO HAVE THE MOST 

AGGRESSIVE LONG-

TERM GROWTH 

RATE.”   

- Akamai report 

Source: Flickr Creative Commons, Michelin UK 

Gol Airlines, one of Brazil’s main carriers, an-

nounced a deal with Korean Air to share routes 

between the two airlines.  

The partnership will allow passengers and fre-

quent flyer members of each airline to accrue 

mileage through one another’s loyalty rewards 

programs.  

The partnership could indicate a stronger linkage 

with South Korea in other areas, such as tourism.  

Despite heavy investment and involvement in Bra-

zil by China, Korean firms still see considerable 

room to compete for market share in a country 

with a high demand for tech products in which Ko-

rean manufacturers already enjoy a competitive 

advantage in developed markets.  

Gol confirms route sharing deal with Korean Air 

http://www.valor.com.br/empresas/3851108/velocidade-media-na-internet-chega-29-mbps-no-brasil-no-3
http://www.valor.com.br/empresas/3883254/brasil-retoma-quarto-lugar-em-ranking-global-de-mercado-de-carros
http://www.valor.com.br/empresas/3848356/gol-anuncia-acordo-de-compartilhamento-de-voos-com-korean-air


 

English Language news sources for Brazilian 
news: 
 

http://www1.folha.uol.com.br/internacional/en/  
http://thebrazilianeconomy.com/  

Brazil’s government-operated social and 

economic development bank (BNDES by its 

Portuguese acronym) announced its intentions 

to extend 1.6 billion reais in credit lines for 

pharmaceutical labs in the country.  

Seeking to boost Brazil’s innovative capacity 

in the field of both generic and cutting-edge 

pharmaceutical products, the bank’s loans 

will encourage foreign and domestic firms 

alike to boost investments and expansions in labor-

atory activities and initiatives.  

According to BNDES sources, one of the bank’s pri-

mary objectives with the new credit lines is to fi-

nance biotechnology projects.  

Companies like Bionovis and Orygen have already 

set their sights on large-scale biotechnology pro-

jects in the country, and are likely to seek BNDES  

backing.  

BNDES to provide 1.6 billion reais in pharmaceutical finance 
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For information on how to participate in these or other trade shows in Brazil, contact  fabio@tradebrz.com  

 

March 3-8: FERIA DO BEBE (baby accessories and clothing)  
March 18-21: EXPOPRINT DIGITAL (digital and graphic printing)  
March 24-26: BRAZIL ROAD EXPO (paving tech and road construction)  
March 24-25: VITAFOODS SOUTH AMERICA (foods and ingredients) 

BRAZIL TRADE SHOWS AND EXPOS, MARCH 2015 

BRAZIL TRADE SHOWS AND EXPOS, APRIL 2015 

April 7-9: INTERMODAL SOUTH AMERICA (logistics, cargo transport & international trade)  
April 10-13: REATECH (rehabilitation & accessibility technology)  
April 14-17: LAAD DEFENCE & SECURITY (security equipment & services for armed forces & law enforcement)  
April 27 – May 1: AGRISHOW (agricultural technology)  

BRAZIL TRADE SHOWS AND EXPOS, FEBRUARY 2015 

February 2-6:  Show Rural Coopavel (Agribusiness)  
February 23-26: Gift Fair (handicrafts, house ware, kitchenware)  
February 3-6: VITORIA STONE FAIR (Construction equipment and machinery, masonry)  
 
 

mailto:fabio@tradebrz.com
http://www.feirabebeegestante.com.br/
http://www.expoprintdigital.com.br/pt/
http://www.brazilroadexpo.com.br/
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http://www.intermodal.com.br/en/
http://www.reatech.tmp.br/
http://www.laadexpo.com.br/2015/
http://www.agrishow.com.br/en/
http://www.showrural.com.br/
http://10times.com/gift-fair
http://www.vitoriastonefair.com.br/site/2015/pt/home


Nissan to produce new motor in Rio 
de Janeiro 

Automaker Nissan-Renault is set to begin production of a new motor in its Resende, Rio de Janeiro 
factory. The expansion will constitute 100 million of the firm’s 2.6 billion in investments slated for 
Brazil from 2013-2016.  

GM opens facility in Sao Paulo 
state’s interior to car parts 

American automaker General Motors opened a new warehouse in the interior of Sao Paulo state to 
house car parts and serve its facilities and assembly lines in the industrial region that serves as an 
industry hub for foreign car companies in Brazil. The facility’s investments totaled 100 million reais. 

Electrical generators see sales boost 
from indefinite regulatory outlook 
for electricity sector  

Electricity generators in Brazil are showing growth from worries over an indefinite future in the elec-
tricity sector. Producers in the generator market segment are estimating 10 percent growth in sales 
this year. The expectation is that firms will use them if peak prices for daytime electricity are raised.  

BNDES approves credit line for 
Fiat 

The Brazilian government’s development bank approved credit terms for foreign automaker Fiat, 
which will put the nearly 650 million reais toward new factory capacity in Minas Gerais state.  

Brands bet on product lines focus-
ing in infant hygiene 

Betting on inelastic demand among parents, brands are counting on strong demand in infant hygiene 
products. With more expendable income among middle-income Brazilians, the idea is that many 
consumers’ first concerns and additional purchases go toward ensuring proper infant care.  

Turner Broadcasting buys up Bra-
zilian channel 

American media giant Turner Broadcasting bought the remainder of a Brazilian channel, Esporte 
Interativo, of which it purchased 30 percent of shares in 2013.  

Petrobras expected to call on for-
eign suppliers in new contracts 

Brazilian oil giant Petrobras may count on foreign suppliers to fill the void left by a number of key 
business partners temporarily banned from participating in contracts. The opportunity could present a 
chance for foreign firms to establish reputations dealing with the regional petroleum powerhouse.  

Arxo foresees growth from new 
production capacity investments 

Arxo, a Brazilian manufacturer of fuel tanks based in the southern state of Santa Catarina, predicts a 
36 percent jump in revenues this year after the company expanded its production capacity to serve 
the domestic market for oil and gas tanks.  

Tourists in Brazil shown to fly more 
recently, but stay at fewer hotels 

According to an industry group for Brazilian travel agencies, tourists visiting Brazil from abroad 
flew more in 2014 than ever before, but stayed less in hotels.  

Pfizer looks to consolidate business 
operations in Brazil 

American multinational drug maker Pfizer indicated it would begin consolidating some of its busi-
ness operations to boost productivity in its various market segments. The expected gains in efficien-
cy are hoped to help the company expand its presence as a source for export to all of South America.  

Electrolux reverses its fortunes in 
Brazil 

Multinational domestic appliance manufacturer Electrolux has turned around its prospects in the Bra-
zilian market segment, turning a profit of roughly US$118 million in the final quarter of 2014 after 
posting losses of nearly the same dollar amount in nominal terms in Q4 2013.  

M. Dias Branco looks to expand in 
Minas Gerais state projects 

M. Dias Branco, a Brazil-based food supplier, will expand further in the Minas Gerais state, con-
structing a factory to reach supermarkets in the populous southeastern region.  

Brazil Business News Headlines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Culture Corner 
 

Brazilian hotdog recipe 

Ingredients: 

 Hot dogs or Calabrese sausages and buns 

 Diced tomatoes, garlic, onion, and cooking oil 

 Mashed potatoes  

 Potato sticks 

 Canned corn and peas 

 

Preparation: 

Sautee sausages/hot dogs in oil with tomatoes, garlic, and onions to taste before placing in bun and adding layer of mashed 

potatoes. Then add cooked corn and peas on top before finishing with a garnish of potato sticks. Add other condiments as 

desired.  

Celsowistuba.blogspot.com 
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